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Title of Bill: An Act to Accept More Refugees


BE IT ENACTED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND MODEL CONGRESS
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	WHEREAS the world is currently facing the largest refugee crisis since World War II, which is being fueled in large part by the Syrian Civil War; WHEREAS there are over two million Syrian refugees in Turkey, over one million in Lebanon, and over 600,000 in Jordan and Germany; WHEREAS the United States accepts a maximum of only 70,000 refugees per year; WHEREAS refugees are defined as people who have been forced to leave their country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural disaster; WHEREAS refugees, especially from the Syrian Civil War, clearly qualify as “huddled masses yearning to breathe free,”

Section 1: The quota of refugees accepted by the United States shall be raised to 500,000 for the Fiscal Year 2016. 
               Sub-Section A: The number of refugees accepted from the Near East and South                      Asia will be raised from 33,000 to 400,000. 
               Sub-Section B: The number of refugees accepted from Africa will be raised from 17,000 to 50,000.
                Sub-Section C: The number of refugees accepted from East Asia will be raised from 13,000 to 25,000.
                Sub-Section D: The number of refugees accepted from Europe and Central Asia will be raised from 1,000 to 5,000.
                Sub-Section E: The number of refugees accepted from Latin America and the Caribbean will be raised from 4,000 to 15,000. 
                Sub-Section F: The number of refugees accepted from an unallocated area will be raised from 2,000 to 5,000. 

Section 2: The quota of refugees accepted by the United States in subsequent years shall be 300,000 unless otherwise modified. 

Section 3: The United States shall strongly encourage an increase in refugee-acceptance rates among all nations with the capacity to do so. 
                Sub-Section A: The aforementioned countries include, but are not limited to: the United Kingdom, France, Saudi Arabia, and the United Arab Emirates. 

Section 4: This bill shall go into effect ninety-one days after passage.
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